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Denver Digs Trees Starts a Big Cool Down

Courtesy of a generous grant from En-
Cana Oil & Gas (USA) Inc. and its Envi-
ronmental Grants Program, Denver Digs
Trees delivered our first-ever wave of
“shade trees” for yard planting to Denver
residents. Distribution was held at the
Citys Greenhouse (right next to the Den-
ver Zoo) and at Ruby Hill Park. More

than 1,000 trees were distributed and pro-
gram participants could not have been
more pleased with being able to plant trees
close to their homes where, over time, the
trees will provide shade from the elements
and ultimately conserve energy and reduce
summer cooling costs. We hope to make
the shade tree arm of our tree program a
permanent Fall offering. Thanks to every-
one who came out to help, particularty our
partners at the two distribution sites and | 2 _ |
the City's Forestry Department. g i A lﬁ

The Park People Had Their Cake and Ate it Too!

On August 22nd, The Park People celebrated its 40th birtrday party
in style in Platt Park, the same park wherein the James Fming
House is located. Tours of the James Fleming House were con
ducted by architects Kris and Tim Hoehn while Park People b oard
members handed out more than 200 pieces of cake. True to oumis-
sion to promote recreation in parks, our cake was served o frisbees!
Also on hand was Miss Angelica, face-painter extraordinaire, who
painted the faces of hundreds of kids for hours, until it w as too dark
to see them. The birthday party was followed by a movie in th e park
at dusk. The Park People was joined by hundreds of friends,

old and new, including Mayor John Hick-
enlooper, District Attorney Mitch Morrissey,
Councilman Chris Nevitt, and Deputy Man-
ager of Parks Scott Robson - and many for-
mer Park People Trustees. A tremendous
thanks to everyone who came out to help us
celebrate our 40 years of accomplishments
senving Denver's parks and recreation re-
sources, open space, and urban tree canopy.
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And We're Off!

Capital Campaign for the James Fleming House Projets
Officially Underway

The Park People is extremely excited to announce that our caital cam-
paign to restore the James Fleming House in Denver's Platt P&k is
undernay. With the help of Hoehn Architects, P.C., we have just com-
pleted the construction documents for the restoration and rehabilita-
tion of the building through a grant from the State Historic al Fund.
With these, we now have firm estimates on what it will take to restore
this beautiful old building to its former gloryand tunit into are-
newed community amenity.

We have received our first pledge in the amount of $50,000 fran the
family of Kenneth & Sally Hooks. Sallyis a long-time member o f the
Board of Trustees of The Park People, like her mother bebre her,
Aleen Caruthers. The Park People could not be more gratefd for this
major gift and look forward to securing the additional fun  ds that will

enable us to begin construction in 2010. Artistic rendering of Fleming House in the earydD8.

The Park People is celebrating its 40th birthday this year. In lieu of 40 candes, we have decided to do
something more innovative and fun to mark this important m  ilestone: 40 Trees for 40 Causebhe Park
40 People, along with our generous sponsor, Ace Hardwere, is donating 40 trees to 40 Denver-area non-
profits. In addition, Ace Hardware is donating planting su pplies like shovels, muich, etc. Ace Hardware,
Tree S although independently owned, has more than 30 stores in the metro area that work together to identify
causes that correspond with their core values and have a meningful impact in the communities they senve.
for 40 The Park People is honored to have Ace Hardware’s support for 40 Trees for 40 Causdsocal charities par-
ticipating in this initiative to date include: American Re d Cross— Mile High Chapter; Anchor Center for
CauseSthe Blind; BIuf Lake Nature Center; Children's Garden at Botanic Gardens; Children's Museum of Den-
ver; Colorado State Veterans Home; Denver Hospice; DenverMuseum of Nature & Science; Denver
Scores!; Denver Urban Gardens; Four Mile Historic Park; Girl Scouts of Colorado; Inner City Parish;
Kunsberg School of National Jewish; Metro State E nvironmental Science Organization; \Women's Bean
Project; Sand Creek Regional Greenway; Senvicios de La Ra and; Urban Farm Ross Shrigley from Den-
ver Botanic Gardens (picture at bottom left) was one of the first to pick up his commemorative tree and
subsequently planted the tree to replace a very, very old one that is scheduled to be removed.

The Park People Get Their Groove On

The Park People supported three of this
summer’s hottest music events. |n July, we
sponsored one of the City Park Jazz con-
certs— enjoyed by thousands. In September,
The Park People participated in the Sunny-
side Music Festival for the second year in a
row and, on the very same weekend, staffed
a happening booth at the 3rd annual Mono-
lith Music Festival, courtesy of our tree pro-
gram sponsor, Esurance, which is also the
lead sponsor of that festival. For the third
year in arow, The Park People helped
Monolith organizers and Esurance staffers
kick off their festival right— by planting trees.



Acknowledging Your Supportpril 1st thru October 1st, 2009)

Corporate, Foundation and

Local Government

Colorado Garden Show J.F. Abel Sara Johnson Jerome Sutherland
Community Financial Senvices of Mrs. Martin Anderson Lisa Kassoff Mark Tabor
America Kim Ashley Nancy Keene Janice E. Temple
Community Shares of Colorado Beverly Ann Bauer Bemie Kem Marjorie Temple
Credit Union of Colorado Daniel Brotzman Walter & Gene Koelbel Ruth Thuller
Denver Foundation Shan Burchenal Trust M. Uebelher
EnCana Oil & Gas, Inc. William Cook Richard Koeppe Mary Washburne
Energy Outreach of Colorado Jane Craft Merrilyn Leuthhold Joshua Weiss
E surance Hope Curfman Robert Lowy Joe Woodward
Home Depot Foundation Nancy Downing Amy _Mason Mickey Zeppelin
KaBOOM! Bill & Janice Falkenberg Jackie Markey
LiveWell Westwood Pamela Foster Donald & Wendy Milliman If you have made a contribution
MyWay Storage Sidney & Caleb Gates Sharon Moddelmog during this timeframe and we failed
Noble Energy, Inc. Lois Gaul Rosemary Moya to recogrize s, please contact us and
Office of Economic Development, John Henderson Maureen Oja vie will recogrize you in our next
City and County of Denver Peter Hill Joan Skinner nevdetter
State Historical Fund Sarah Hite Eaton Smith
Xcel Energy Foundation Cynthia Jarest Alice Spengler Estate

Kenny Johnson Craig Stevens

Individuals and Families

KaBOOM! and Well, Another KaBOOM!

On July 17th, The Park People, in partner-
ship with Denver Parks and Recreation
and Council District 3, erected a terrific
new playground in west Denver's West-
wood neighborhood. The playground was
made possible by KaBOOM, a national
nonprofit that works with corporate part-
ners to create great play spaces across
America, and by the Mutual of Omaha
Foundation. For our July project, we were
asked to provide 200 volunteers. The sup-
port for this new playground was so sig-
nificant that we STOPPED COUNTING

at 300 plus.

The Park People has just completed a sec-
ond KaBOOM! playground project. Our
newest KaBOOM! project, sponsored by

the Home Depot Foundation, wes erected
in Chaffee Park, in the Sunnyside
neighborhood just this week. Once again,
the excitement around this project was
electric. On Design Day, we had more
than 80 parents and kids show up to help
us design their dream playground. On the
build day itself, we had hundreds of volun-
teers show up including the entire fresh-
man class of North High that is currently
being housed at the Smedey.

Coundlman Paul Lopez (bottom left) tak es a break fronetheriiteam’” where he spert
most of his day, to help steady a rock wall as it was beingledse
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Each year The

Park People is

supported by the
efforts of more
than 200
volunteers.

Meet o of this
year's maost
impactful
volunteers:

Judy Anderson
and Brian
LaCarrubba.

Behind the Scenes...Our Unseen Support

Once in awhile, it is impor-
tant for us to give a shout-out
to the folks who make the

work at The Park People pos-
sible, or more hospitable, as it

were in this first case. If
you've ever visited the

E ugene Field Cottage or at
least knowwhere we're cur-
rently headquartered, youll
knowthat we reside in a 140-
year-old building near a big
body of water. Suffice it to
say, that within days of my
assuming the ED role at The

Park People last summer and
having consulted with several
pest control specialists about
the “friends” who visit, we
obtained a cat. Our resident
mouser, Georgia Peach, can
sometimes be seen sitting in a
window sill stalking squirrels
through the panes of glass.
More often, however, you

will find her dead asleep and
snoring loudly atop one of

the heating vents. Due to her
corpulence, she may not be
the fastest cat in the

neighborhood, but the one
mouse we can give her credit for,
was found squarely underneath
her— flat as a pancake.

Georga Peach, resident mouser. Photo by BolnySlatte

Introducing Judy- Office Volunteer Extraordinaire

Last Spring, one of our long
time Denver Digs Trees vol-
unteers, mentioned off-
handedly that he had a friend
who was interested in doing
some volunteer work— poten-
tially for us. In the fervor of
trying to relocate our stock of
spring trees, it took me a few
weeks, maybe even a month,
to recall this conversation—
let alone to fully believe that
someone wanted to volunteer
IN THE OFFICE, which—

compared to planting trees or
erecting a playground — could
be perceived as one of our
less exciting volunteer oppor-
tunities.

Fortunately, | ran into said
volunteer— Judy Anderson,
and Kim and | invited her to
come in and talk to us about
what she might be interested
in doing. Ever since that day,
Judy has been coming in 2-3
days aweek. Words can't
describe the value of having

her consistent help through our
fall tree distribution. Between
Judy and Marilyn Kaub, a long-
time Denver Digs Trees volun-
teer, Kim and | are blessed with
tremendous support in our office.
Judy has also been a long time
volunteer at our many Denver
Digs Trees distribution events.

About Judy: She’s from Minnea-
polis, has a dry— mid-westem
sense of humor AND, is
strangely fond of the above men-
tioned cat.

Profile in Heroism: Volunteer Brian LaCarrubba

Following discussions about
the challenges of the sophisti-
cated, complex data process-
ing system we use for the big
tree distributions, long-time
super-volunteer Brenda
Whetstone recruited the help
of her husband, Brian LaCar-
rubba. Despite an already
busy schedule — Brian is eam-
ing his MBA at DU and
working full-time in business
process improvement at
Great West Life - he donated

hours upon hours this summer
to the mammoth task of be-
coming familiar with our

(scary!) database, adapting it for
our new fall shade tree distribu-
tion, and patiently teaching our
new staff the ins-and-outs of
the system. We could not have
gotten through this fall without
Brian's help. Thanks to him,
we'll be well positioned for the
spring street tree applications
when they start pouring in

come January.
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If you are a
volunteer and
have not been
receiving
announcements
with volunteer

opportunities,

please contact us!

Assessing Our Strength: Digging into Denver
Digs Trees Volunteers

In an effort to more effectively
manage our amazing team of
volunteers and better commu-
nicate with the many friends of
The Park People, our office,
with the great help and ideas of
Board Member Carole Harri-
son, is undertaking the task of
creating separate databases to
track our donors, volunteers,

tree recipients, and other sup-
porters. This will allow us to
tailor our communications so
that you receive only the an-

nouncements that interest you.

We'll also be able to more ac-
curately gage our current pool
of volunteers. So, volunteer
announcements will now be
made separately from our gen-

eral newsletter.

We do not want to lose any
of our wonderful volunteers
during this process of extract-
ing and consolidating lists.

So please contact our office
to let us knowif you are a
volunteer and have not been
receiving volunteer-specific
messages from Kim.

Speaking of... Denver Digs Trees Hosts Fall
Volunteer Appreciation Dinner

With a small staff of two but many
exciting objectives to accomplish
each year, our organization’s work is
made possible by our fantastic vol-
unteers. To show our appreciation
for the many contributions that
these generous folks make, we held
a volunteer appreciation dinner on
October 15th at the lovely home of
Board Member Kathryn Dudley and
her husband Gary. Board members
(also volunteers!) brought home-
made lasagna and brownies, and
everyone left the fun and festive
evening with a small evergreen to
plant in his or her yard.

Clockwise from right to left: Chris Yuan-Farrell an d James McCrary (spouses of Paige & Kim and therefae, unwitting volunteers);
Brian LaCarruba, Steve Kohlts & Stacey Kmetiuk; Baly fir trees for volunteers who attended the event; Paige Heydon-McCrary &
long-time volunteer Bill Bessesen and; Joyce Witte,new volunteer & Community Investment Advisor for E nCana Oil & Gas (USA).



The Park People LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR

The Eugene Field Cottage

715 S. Franklin Street Dear Friends, October 2009
Denver, CO 80209

Phone: 303-722-6262 As we begin to round off 2009, | am excited to report that The Park People has been bus-
Fax: 303-722-8812

wantheparkpeople.org ier than ever. We've just completed our very first Fall shade tree distribution, which was a

info@ theparkpeople.org resounding success. Our second KaBOOM! playground was huilt in northwest Denver's
Chaffee Park this week. We're hunkering down to gather our t ree sunvival data and begin
preparing for next Spring's street tree distribution of Denver Digs Trees, which will in-
clude some changes to streamline the program.  In addition, we've started our formal
capital campaign to restore and rehabilitate the James Flening House, which will uitimately

Help The Park People serve as our new headquarters.
green up our
communications.
Beginning with our next
issue, The Park Bench will Colorado. Community Shares is a metro-area combined giving campaign that helps over
also be available

And finally, in 2009 The Park People was accepted as a membeof Community Shares of

one hundred nonprofits connect with donors through their wo  rk place giving programs. In

electronically.

To sign up for the e-Park the same way we hope to gain exposure to new supporters and vdunteers through their
Bench, simply send an program, we encourage you to check out the Community Shares organization and the im-
emall to . .

paige@ theparkpeople.org pact that their work has on the Denver community.

and type “Green me up’
in the subject line. Paige Heydon-McCrary, Executive Director



